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village at least 124 families out of 450, or about 27 per
cent. , are free from debt. But unfortunately the real state
of affairs is not so rosy as this may indicate. Out of these
1 24 families only 24 are enjoying a really sound economic
position. Of the rest, 43 families have little landed pro-
perty and are given to migratory habits and hence com-
mand little credit. Three consist of one man, and four of
one woman each. Nobody will ever lend to these families
as they have no sound basis of credit. The remaining
fifty are mere labourers and are in the same position.
Again, though it appears that the debt in the case of
71 per cent, of the indebted families is less than their
annual income, it should be remembered that they are so
situated that on the advent of an adverse season they
would find themselves in a helpless condition. The fact
that in the case of 29 per cent, of the indebted families,
debt exceeds their annual income, further shows the
extent of the seriousness of the problem.
Having thus examined the extent of indebtedness, we
shall now pass on to a consideration of some of the import-
ant features of the problem of debt.
(2) The main features of indebtedness.
(a) The first feature of indebtedness that we noted in
our house-to-house census was that a majority of families
resorted to more than one creditor.1 Two typical instan-
ces will suffice to illustrate this remark :
CASE i.
Rs.    80 to a Parsi — Atgam.
80 „ „ Bania —    „
Schedule No. 15,
owed  in May
1927.
60	„ another Bania — Atgam
250	„ a Brahmin — Atgam.
80	„ „ Bania — Kalwada.
10	„ the local Co-operative Credit Society.
11	„ a Bania — Bnisar.
16	., several others.
Total Rs.      587
1 Cf. "Thus it was discovered that cultivators who borrow much rarely
deal with a .single money-lender".
The Economic Life of a Bengal District, Jack, p. 97.
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